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Fact Sheet

Quality family conversations positively impact low-income
children’s school readiness. A recent study finds that low-income
preschool aged children’s language development, reading, writing,
and success in school is determined partly by the quality of
conversations between parents and children - such as the proportion
of narrative and explanatory talk during meals - that take place
during the preschool years.

Cultural institutions allow for vocabulary-rich family interactions.
Research” suggests conversations that parents and children have in
these environments, in which children encounter new vocabulary and
express their thoughts and opinions, can be critical in supporting
young children’s early reading success and oral-language skills.

Low-income families have little disposable income after rent has
been paid. The Community Service Society’s (CSS) recent report” on
low-income New Yorkers reveals that low-income working families
have less than $32 per week, per family member to spend on basic
needs after the rent has been paid.

NYC’s cultural institutions are cost prohibitive for most low-
income families. While a handful of cultural institutions offer a “free
day” or “free time” for low-income families, there continues to be an
underserved population of New Yorkers who cannot afford the
admissions fees which range from $10 - $30+.

Cool Culture provides free museum access, information and
support to NYC’s low-income families. Cool Culture provides
50,000 low-income families enrolled in subsidized child care, Head
Start® and pre-kindergarten programs throughout the five boroughs

with free access to 80 of the City’s best-known culture institutions
including museums, botanical gardens and zoos.
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e Low-income families who utilize Cool Culture’s programs spend
significant family time in NYC’s cultural institutions. Cool Culture
families who received a free Cool Culture Family Pass in 2008
reported more than 97,000 visits to Cool Culture’s Institutional
Partners last year - averaging 6.7 visits per family, per year - nearly
double the visits of New Yorkers overall®.
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