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WELCOME TO COOL CULTURE!

As we enter 2022, we are deeply grateful to be in community

with you - our families, educators, artists, and cultural institution
partners. We face today’s evolving challenges and losses knowing
that the pandemic has disproportionately harmed BIPOC families
and communities. And yet, our communities have a long and rich
history of cultural traditions designed to support one another during
times of hardship. These traditions speak to our ways of knowing
and real-world concerns and interests. We were able to tap into our
collective experiences to co-create spaces for sensory art-marking,
active listening and thoughtful conversations that inspire healing and
rejuvenation.

Since Cool Culture was started nearly two decades ago, our mission
has continued to evolve to meet the priorities of the families who
partner with us. We aim to amplify your voices to inspire social
change. Let’s use the transformative power of arts and culture to
strengthen family and community wellbeing, both within cultural
institutions and beyond. As we do every year, we have partnered with
your child’s school or child care center to connect your family to FREE
admission to nearly 90 NYC cultural institutions - museums, historic
societies, gardens and zoos - with a range of in-person and virtual
offerings to match the interests and needs of different families.

The Cool Culture team is honored to be included in your family’s
traditions. By listening to this community of families, educators, and
wellness practitioners, and adhering to health protocols to ensure
safe programming, we have an exciting year of activities planned for
your whole family to explore. We look forward to sharing resources
with caregivers and educators to continue to nurture young children
during a time of uncertainty - from immersive art-making that
inspires healing to activities that reintroduce daily routines and
centers wellness of mind, body, and spirit. We seek to help create new
memories that feed your child’s boundless curiosity and spark joy in
turning challenges into opportunities.

Welcome to the Cool Culture family!

Candice Anderson
Executive Director
Cool Culture
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You + 4 = FREE

Up to 5 people, including you, will be
granted free admission with a Cool Culture
Family Pass to approximately 90 museums,
zoos and historic sites.

More than 5 people total? Be prepared to
pay additional admission fees.

It’s Personalized

At least one adult in the family, present
at the time of the visit, must have the
last name printed on the card.

Show Your ID

You may be asked to present personal
identification. Museum admissions
will ask only to verify that the Pass is
yours. You can use the list of cultural partners included
in this Guide to determine which museums require ID.
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Extras Are Extra

The Family Pass covers general admission.
You may need to pay extra fees for special
exhibits and activities. Please call the
museum if you’'re unsure.

It’s For Families

Family Passes should not be used for
school trips or large group trips. Up to

3 families, each with a Family Pass, can
visit a museum together as a small group.

Haven’t received your

Cool Culture Pass?
Please reach out to staff at your

child’s school to register.
The Pass expires on Oct. 31, 2022.

BEFORE YOUR MUSEUM VISIT &

Pack your bag with:

PAPER AND PENCILS.
Draw and write what
you see in the museum.
(Typically, museums only
permit the use of
pencils inside).

AN “ART” TELESCOPE.
Fun tools from your
home, like a magnifying
glass or a decorated toilet
paper roll will keep young
children’s hands busy
and engage them in
close looking.

SNACKS. Museums often
have cafes but they can
be costly. You may want
to pack a snack and eat
it right before the visit,

as many museums do
not permit outside food.

A CAMERA. Find out if
photography is allowed
in the museum. If so, take
pictures of your child(ren)
with the art (e.g. imitating
a statue) and exhibits.
Discuss your pictures
after the trip to reinforce
memories.

Cool Culture | 2021-2022 Family Guide | coolculture.org



DURING YOUR MUSEUM VISIT

Explore the many ways your family can have fun and learn in a museum.
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Follow Your Child’s Lead Strike a Pose Imagine & Create
Explore the areas that interest your  Have everyone in the family With your child, use your
child(ren) most and ask them: pose like something they see. imagination to create stories about

Ask your child: the objects or artwork you see. Ask
e What do you see? your child:

* What is the character or animal
doing or feeling? * What's happening there? What
will happen next?

e What do you wonder about what
you see?

e What sounds might they be

making? e Play out the scenes together!

Family Memories:

On your way home, while sharing a meal or at bedtime, take a
moment to tell and retell the story of your visit. You can show
photos of the day and ask questions like: “Can you name a few
things that we saw in the museum?”and “What was your favorite
part of our visit?”

Connect with Cool Culture Online:

Join the Cool Culture family online! Follow Cool Culture’s
Facebook and Instagram pages to find out about family
focused cultural activities happening throughout the city,
and to post photos of your adventures and share trip tips.

0 facebook.com/coolculture @coolculture
We’re Here to Help:

We’'d love to hear about your experience using the
Cool Culture Family Pass. To share feedback or any
questions with us, please email family@coolculture.
org or call (718)230-4186. You can also connect with
staff at your child’s school. We’re here to help and look
forward to learning from you!






COOL CULTURE PARTNERS THAT ACCEPT THE FAMILY PASS
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Use this map to find the
nearest subway station to
your favorite Cool Culture
partners. Please use the
listing on the next two
pages for corresponding
numbers.
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